Summary. The weights of 114 cyclic and 245 pregnancy corpora lutea have been compared and some sources of their variations assessed. It was found that the pregnancy corpus luteum (corpus luteum verum) was significantly heavier than the cyclic corpus luteum. Variations were found in the weights of corpora lutea vera due to the stage of gestation and to the season in which conception occurred. The corpus luteum verum increased in size until 2 to 3 months of gestation and then regressed until 4 to 6 months of gestation, remaining about this size until term. A similar pattern of growth and regression was followed at various weight levels according to the season in which conception occurred. Although no seasonal variation in weight was noted in cyclic corpora lutea, corpora lutea vera attained the greatest weights following conceptions during summer and the smallest weights were found following conceptions in winter.
INTRODUCTION
It is generally recognized that the corpus luteum of dairy cows in the dioestrous period attains maximum size after about 8 days following ovulation and remains about this size until the 18th day after which it rapidly regresses. A wide variation in the size of fully developed cyclic corpora lutea and of corpora lutea of pregnancy has been reported by a number of authors (Hammond, 1927;  Wright, 1950; Foley & Greenstein, 1958) . Whether the corpus luteum of pregnancy (corpus luteum verum) differs in size from the fully developed corpus luteum of the dioestrous period (cyclic corpus luteum) and whether the corpus luteum verum remains the same size throughout gestation are the subjects of some controversy. Wright (1950) found the weights of corpora lutea vera to range from 3-9 to 7-5 g. He believed that any difference in weight between cyclic corpora lutea and corpora lutea vera was too slight to be of significance and that the corpus luteum verum persisted at its maximum size throughout gestation. Hammond (1927) found that the corpus luteum verum was slightly larger than the cyclic corpus luteum and believed that it remained constant in size throughout gestation. However, Bretschneider, de Wit & van der Kaay (cited by Dawson, 1959) and Kupfer (cited by Hammond, 1927) found that corpora lutea vera increased in size early in pregnancy and became (September to November) the mean of twenty-four observations was 5-79 g. The effect of the season in which conception occurred on the mean weights of corpora lutea vera is illustrated in Table 3 ; the variations in weights are highly significant. In Table 4 the influences both of season of conception, and of stage of gestation, on the mean weights of corpora lutea vera are analysed, and show 
